[Incidence of pathologic ammonia concentrations in the plasma in children with seizure disorders treated with Convulsofin/Convulex and other anticonvulsants in comparison with children with brain damage and healthy children].
In healthy children plasma ammonia concentrations show values from 12.3 to 57.2 mumol/l (80%-range) (group I). We also measured plasma ammonia in epilepsy patients with valproate therapy (group II) and epilepsy patients treated with other anticonvulsiva (group III). In a fourth group there were children with various cerebral lesions without episodes and without anticonvulsiva therapy. There were significant differences between group I and group II and group II and group IV respectively. But no significant differences were found between the patients who were treated with valproate and the patients with cerebral lesions. The data does not allow the plasma ammonia concentration to be taken as a control parameter in children treated with valproate. Ammonia estimation at the beginning of therapy, however, may be used as risk indicator.